
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



GOVERNORS OF CALIFORNIA. 

BY H. D. BARROWS. 

Although the flag of the United States was raised over 
Monterey by Commodore Soat, commander of our naval forces 
on the Pacific Coast, on the 7th of July, 1846, Los Angeles, 
the then capital of the Province of Upper California, was only 
taken possession of by the combined forces of Commodore 
Stockton and Colonel Fremont on the 13th day of August, 
1846, Don Pio Pico, the Mexican Governor, having left the 
city August 12th. These being the facts of the case, the ob- 
vious inference would seem to have been that the true legal 
date of the change of government should have been the latter 
date, instead of Jjuly 7th, as is commonly understood. 

On the 17th of August, 1846, Commodore Stockton, who 
had succeeded Commodore Sloat as commander of the Pacific 
squadron, issued a proclamation to the people, signing him- 
self "Commander-in-Chief and Governor of California." He 
announced that the country now belonged to the United 
States and that as soon as possible would be governed like any 
other territory of that nation, but meanwhile by military law, 
though the people were invited to choose their local civil of- 
ficers, if the incumbents declined to serve. 

On the same date, to-wlt, August 17th, the "Warren," 
Commander Hull, anchored at San Pedro from Mazatlan, 
bringing definite 'news of a declaration of war. 

California, as an unorganized territory, remained under mil- 
itary Governors from the time of the change of sovereignty 
till December 20, 1849, or over three years, and during a very 
important period of its history. 

August 22, 1846, Governor Stockton ordered an election 
of Alcaldes and other local municipal officers to be held Sep- 
tember 15th in the several towns and districts of the territory. 

Governor Stockton on the 2nd of September, the last day 
of his stay in Los Angeles (and before the receipt of the order 
from Washington requiring the Governorship to be turned over 
to a ranking military officer), issued a general order creating 
the office of Military Commandant of the Territory, which was 
divided into three departments, and appointing Fremont to fill 
the new command. 
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Orders from Washington were brought by Colonel Rich- 
ard B. Mason, who arrived at San Francisco, February 12, 1847, 
that Gen. S. W. Kearny on his arrival in California (and the 
senior officer before his arrival) was to be recognized as Civil 
Governor. 'After Kearny's departure for the East, Colonel 
Mason succeeded him in command and also as Governor, 
May 31, 1847. Alcaldes who had been elected or appointed 
continued to administer justice within their several districts, 
according to Mexican law and usage, appealing to the Gover- 
nor only in difficult cases, it being his policy to interfere as 
little as possible in local matters. 

But before these orders were received in California, Com- 
modore Stockton, namely, on January 16, 1847, issued com- 
missions to 1 Fremont as Governor and to W. H. Russell as 
Secretary of State. 

January 22nd Governor Fremont issued a proclamation 
announcing the establishment of civil rule. His headquarters 
were at Los Angeles, where he won many friends, especially 
among the native Californians, by joining in their festivities, 
and to some extent in their ways of dress and life. He occu- 
pied the large two-story house (since demolished) of Capt. 
Alexander Bell, on the northeast corner of Aliso and Los An- 
geles streets. 

The treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, by which Alta Califor- 
nia was ceded to the United States by Mexico, was signed on 
February 2, 1848, and was proclaimed by the President on 
June 19th, and news of the same reached California and was 
proclaimed by Governor Mason, August 7, 1848. 

Gen. Persifer F. Smith arrived and superseded Governor 
Mason, February 26, 1849. General Mason left California May 
1, 1849, an d died of cholera at St. Louis the same summer at 
the age of 60 years. 

Gen. W. T. Sherman, who had ample opportunity to judge 
of his work as Governor, in his Memoirs says of Governor 
Mason : "He possessed a strong native intellect, and far more 
knowledge of the principles of civil government and law than 
he got credit for," and that "he was the very embodiment of 
the principles of fidelity to the interests of the general govern- 
ment." 

General Smith's incumbency of the office of Governor 
was brief and unimportant; it extended only from; February 
26 to April 12, 1849. 
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On the latter date Gen. Bennett Riley, Lieutenant Colonel 
of the Second U. S. Infantry, arrived at Monterey, with in- 
structions to assume the administration of civil affairs in Cali- 
fornia, not as Military Governor, but as the executive of the 
existing quasi-civil government which the people under Gov- 
ernor Mason had established. 

On the 3rd of June, 1849, Governor Riley issued a procla- 
mation calling for an election on August 1st of delegates to 
formulate a Constitution, who were to meet at Monterey Sep- 
tember 1st. 

Among the notable men in that convention was W. E. 
Shannon, an Irishman by birth and a lawyer, who introduced 
that section in the bill of rights which made California forever 
a free State; borrowed, it is true, but as illustrious and imper- 
ishable as it is American. 

At the first general election held in the Territory, Novem- 
ber 13, 1849, the Constitution was adopted by a vote of 12,064 
ayes to 811 noes; and on the same day Peter H. Burnett was 
elected Governor and John McDougal Lieutenant Governor. 

Governor Riley's term extended from April 12th to Decem- 
ber 20, 1849. He made a most excellent executive during a 
transition period, when the affairs, political, social and eco- 
nomic, of the territory were in a somewhat chaotic condition. 
General Riley continued to reside at Monterey until July 1, 
1850, when he returned to the Eastern States. The city of 
Monterey voted him a medal of gold weighing one pound, 
with a heavy chain composed of nuggets of gold in their native 
shapes. One side of the medal was inscribed with this pithy 
motto: "The man who came to* do his duty and who ac- 
complished his purpose," which expressed epigramatically the 
general appreciation by the people of his thoroughly practical 
administration. 

P. H. Burnett, the first Governor of California under the 
Constitution, was a native of Nashville, Tenn., born in 1807. 
He moved to Oregon in 1843, and to California in 1848; was 
elected Governor in 1849; resigned January 9, 1851, and was 
appointed a Justice of the Supreme Court in 1857. 

On the resignation of Burnett, Lieutenant Governor John 
McDougall became Governor, and served from January, 185 1, 
till January, 1852, when he was succeeded by John Bigler. 
Governor McDougall was a native of Ohio, born in 1818. He 
arrived' in California in February, 1849. He was elected a 
member of the Constitutional Convention of 1849 from the 
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Sacramento district. He died at San Francisco March 30, 
1866. 

Governor Bigler was born in Pennsylvania in 1805. He 
came to California in 1849, an d served as Governor from Jan- 
uary, 1852, till January, 1856; he was afterward appointed by 
President Buchanan Minister to Chili, which office he held 
till 1861. He died at Sacramento, November 29, 1871. 

J. Neely Johnson, a native of Indiana, was born in 1825; 
came to California in 1849, and served as Governor from 1856 
to 1858, during the exciting era of the great San Francisco 
Vigilance Committee. He afterward moved to Nevada, where 
was elevated to the Supreme Bench. He died in Salt Lake City 
in 1872. 

John B. Weller was Governor from 1858 to i860. He was 
born in Ohio, February 22, 181 2; served in the Mexican war; 
was appointed by President Polk in 1849 as a commissioner 
to run a boundary line between the United States and Mexico; 
was elected U. S. Senator in 1852 to succeed Fremont, and 
served the full term of six years, and for two years was the 
only Senator from California. He served as Minister to Mex- 
ico from November, i860, till May, 1861. He died at New 
Orleans August 7, 1875. 

Milton S. Latham, sixth Governor of California under the 
Constitution, was born at Columbus, Ohio, in 1827. He was 
graduated from Jefferson College, Pennsylvania, in 1845; went 
first to Alabama, and from there came to California in 1850; 
was elected to Congress, and was appointed Collector of the 
Port at San Francisco in 1856; was elected Governor, with 
John G. Downey as Lieutenant Governor, in 1859. Two days 
after his inauguration, January nth, he was elected Senator, 
and Downey became Governor. Governor Latham died at 
New York March 4, 1882. 

John G .Downey, a native of Ireland, and for many years 
a citizen of Los Angeles, having been elected Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor, became, by virtue of the provisions of the Constitution, 
Governor on the resignation of Governor Latham, and served 
from January 14, i860, to January 9, 1862. He died in Los 
Angeles March 1, 1894. 

Leland Stanford, a native of New York, became the eighth 
Governor of California under the Constitution in January, 
1862, and served till December, 1863. He died at Palo Alto, 
the seat of the University he founded, June 20, 1893. 
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Governor Stanford was succeeded by Frederick F. Low, 
who was born at Frankfort, Maine, January 30, 1828, and who 
came to California in 1849. He served as a member of the 
House of Representatives in 1862-3. He was elected Gov- 
ernor and served from December 10, 1863, to December 5, 
1867, four years. His death occurred at San Francisco July 
24, 1894. 

H. H. Haight, son of Fletcher M. Haight, U. S. Judge of 
the Southern District of California, and a native of Rochester, 
N. Y. (1825), became Governor by election, and filled that 
office from December, 1867, to December, 1871. Governor 
Haight arrived in California in 1850. He was a graduate of 
Yale College in 1844. He died at San Francisco September 
2, 1878. 

Newton Booth, eleventh Governor, was born in Indiana, 
December 30, 1825. He arrived in California in 1850; he was 
elected State Senator from Sacramento in 1863, and was elected 
and served as Governor from 1871 to February 27, 1875, when 
he resigned, having been elected U. S. Senator. Governor 
Booth died at Sacramento July 14, 1892. 

On the resignation of GoVernor Booth, Lieutenant Gover- 
nor Romualdo Pacheco became the chief executive of the 
State, and served from February 27, 1875, to December 9th of 
the same year. Governor Pacheco was a native of California, 
both his parents being of Spanish descent. 

Wm. Irwin, a native of Ohio, born in 1827, came to Cali- 
fornia in 1852. He represented Siskiyou County in both 
branches of the Legislature between the years i860 and 1875, 
and as President of the Senate he became acting Lieutenant 
Governor as a result of the advancement of Pacheco to the 
Governorship. At the general election in September, 1875, 
he was elected Governor, and was inducted into office Decem- 
ber 9th of that year. His term ended January 8, 1880. He 
died in San Francisco March 15, 1896. 

George C. Perkins, the fourteenth Governor of California 
under her first or old Constitution, and the first under the new 
Constitution, is a native of Maine, born August 23, 1839. He 
came to California in 1855, and his term as Governor of the 
State extended from January, 1880, to January, 1883. Gov- 
ernor Perkins is now serving his second term as U. S. Senator 
from California. 

General George Stoneman, a graduate of West Point, and 
afterward Lieutenant of the First Dragoons, U. S. A., and who 
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came to California as Assistant Quartermaster of the Mormon 
Battalion in 1847, was Dorn in Chautauqua County, York 
State, August 8, 1822. He was elected Governor and served 
from 1883 till January, 1887. As Captain of the Second Cav- 
alry, he served in Texas. August 13, 1861, he became Brig- 
adier General of U. S. Volunteers and Chief of Cavalry. He 
was in many battles of the Civil War and was promoted to 
brevet Major General U. S. regular army. He retired from the 
army in 1871 and settled near San Gabriel, in Los Angeles 
County. Governor Stoneman died at Buffalo, N. Y., Sep- 
tember 5, 1894. 

Washington Bartlett, born in Savannah, Ga., February 
29, 1824, and who arrived in California via Cape Horn in 1849, 
was elected Governor for the term commencing January 8, 
1887, but he only served till his death, which occurred Sep- 
tember 1 2th of the same year, or during a period of a little 
over eight months. 

Governor Bartlett was succeeded by Lieutenant Governor 
Robert W. Waterman, who filled the office for the balance of 
the term, or till 1891 He died at San Diego April 12, 1891, 
only a fewi months after the expiration of his term of office as 
Governor. 

H. H. Markham's term as Governor extended from Jan- 
uary 8, 1891, to Jlanuary, 1895. Colonel Markham was born 
in Wilmington, Essex County, New York, November 16, 1840. 
He served through the Civil war, first as private in the Thirty- 
second Wisconsin Infantry, and afterward as Lieutenant. He 
was in many battles, and was with Sherman in the march to 
the sea. In 1879 he removed from Milwaukee to Pasadena, 
which city is still his home. 

James H. Budd's trem commenced January 11, 1895, and 
ended January 4 ,1899. Governor Budd is a native of Cali- 
fornia. He is still living. 

Henry T. Gage was the twentieth constitutional Governor 
of California, his term extending from January 4, 1899, to 
January, 1903. Governor Gage is a native of New York. He 
has been a citizen of Los Angeles County for many years. He 
was a delegate from California to the National Republican 
Convention of 1888 at Chicago. 

George C. Pardee, the present incumbent of the Guberna- 
torial office, commenced his term in January, 1903. Gover- 
nor Pardee is a native son, having been born in San Francisco 
July 25, 1857. He is a graduate of the State University and 
also of the University of Leipsic, Germany. 



